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The territory now known as Afghanistan was named ‘Ariana’ around 2000 BC, ‘Khurasan’ 
during the medieval period, and re-named ‘Afghanistan’ in the modern era. In the sixth 
century BC Afghanistan was incorporated into the Persian Empire; around 325 BC Alexander 
the Great added Afghanistan to the Macedonian Empire. Afghanistan became an integral 
part of the ósilk routeô trade between Europe and Asia from the ýrst century BC to the third 
century AD. In 642, victorious Muslim forces introduced Islam and by the ninth century 
AD, the Islamic faith had extended in Central Asia to the Indus River. Genghis Khan led 
the Mongol invasion in the thirteenth century AD. After Khan’s death in 1227, some local 
leaders maintained autonomous ýefdoms while others were loyal to the Mongol princes. óThe 
Turkish conqueror of Islamic faith’, Timur Lenk, and his descendants ruled until sixteenth 
century AD. During this time, Persian and Indian empires struggled for supremacy over 
Afghanistan; in 1747, Shah Durrani led the uniýcation of Afghanistan.

In the eighteenth century, Afghanistan fell victim to the British & Russian imperial rivalries 
óGreat Gameô in the region. The ýrst British-Afghan War, from 1839 to 42, was followed 
by the second British-Afghan War, from 1878 to 1880: creating a buffer zone between 
Britain and Russia, known as óThe Wakhan Corridorô. After the third British-Afghan War, 
Afghanistan gained independence in 1919, under the Treaty of Rawalpindi. Emir Khan, the 
independence leader, became the worldôs ýrst head of state to establish diplomatic ties with 
the Soviet Union. The autonomy of local leaders was recognised by Afghanistan in 1931, 
after internal revolution.

Afghanistan attempted to maintain neutrality during the Cold War, but it became increasingly 
dependent on the Soviet Union. The military was reorganized with Soviet assistance, 
and the chador (veil), as well as purdah (prohibition of women in public spheres), was 
abolished. Afghans were subsequently sent to the Soviet Union to study: especially for 
military training. In 1973, the monarch was overthrown by a military coup. Society was 
divided between a worker and peasant alliance, versus the bourgeoisie and army. From 
1977-79 a series of leaders were appointed by the military. The US Ambassador to Kabul 
was kidnapped & murdered in 1979, resulting in the withdrawal of US economic assistance 
and, ultimately, Cold War polarization. At the same time, Soviet troops entered the country 
and backed a coup. In response, Afghani resistance grew and mujahedin (Islamic guerillas) 
mobilized with Saudi funding.

1980 saw the introduction of reforms and the abolition of some traditional customs, such 
as dowries. There were also literacy campaigns and land reforms, which were opposed by 
traditionalists. There were wide divisions within the country, and other guerilla factions 
received backing from Iran, Pakistan and the US. By 1985 it was estimated that half of 
the Afghan population was displaced: millions sought refuge in Pakistan and Iran. In the 
same year, the Soviet leader stated that troops would be withdrawn from Afghanistan. The 
Afghan government announced a unilateral ceaseýre in 1987; and in 1988 Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, the US and the USSR signed a peace accord. The 1991 break-up of the Soviet 
Union meant that the Afghanistan government lost its foreign backing. Thus, the US and 
USSR both agreed to halt the sending of arms to the Afghan government and guerillas, 
resulting in conþict between the Saudi and Iranian funded guerilla groups.

Throughout 1992, the Coalition of Mujahedin continued to ýght the Afghanistan government. 
It was estimated that 60 percent of Afghanistan’s productive structure had been destroyed 
by this stage; and that the country was leading producer of opium. In 1994 the Taliban 
(Persian for ‘students of the Qur’an’) established a stronghold in Qandahar. The Taliban 
were trained in Pakistan, aiming to create óa united Islamic government in Afghanistanô: 
the guerillas were supported by Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the US. Civil war erupted 
between extremist Taliban and moderate Islamic groups. By 1996 the Taliban had been 
successful in expanding their power base from Kabul and Osama Bin Laden moved from 
Sudan to Afghanistan. In the following year, the United National Islamic Front for the 
Salvation of Afghanistan, or óNorthern Allianceô (NA) banded to ýght the Taliban: which had 
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Resettlement agency (RMS) stated 
that Afghanistan was one of the 
top ýve source countries for quota 
refugees to NZ.

been recognised by Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. The UN imposed 
sanctions on the Taliban for sheltering Bin-Laden. In 2000, it was estimated that 95 percent 
of Afghanistan was controlled by the Taliban.

2001

Drought & isolation created the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. Massoud, the leader of 
the NA, was assassinated. In March, the Taliban destroyed giant Buddha statues, defying 
international outcry. The US government demanded that the Taliban hand over Osama Bin 
Laden, because they believed he was responsible for the the September 11th attacks. On 9 
October, less than a month after the attacks, the United States and Great Britain (with the 
involvement of Australia and Canada and support of EU, NATO, Chian, Russia, Israel, India, 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan), launched massive air strikes against Taliban-held territories in 
Afghanistan; the Taliban proclaimed they were ready for jihad. The US provided financial 
aid, air strikes and other assistance to the NA and other opposition groups, driving out the 
Taliban and Al Qaeda forces from Afghanistan’s major urban areas. After weeks of fighting, 
the Taliban were eventually defeated leaving only some remnants in the South. Various 
Afghan groups met in Germany to form an interim Afghan government ‘The Afghan Interim 
Authority’, with 30 members, headed by Hamid Karzai.

2002/03

Fighting between Taliban remnants and opposition forces continued, but the country itself 
largely reverted to the control of the regional warlords. In January the first contingent of 
foreign peacekeepers arrived. The Loya Jirga (Traditional Grand Assembly) was convened to 
establish a transitional authority and a coalition government was formed, ‘The Transitional 
Islamic State of Afghanistan’ (TISA), with Hamid Karzai elected as President. The TISA was 
responsible for adopting a constitution and holding elections by June 2004. US trade relations, 
previously suspended since the Soviet occupation, were resumed. Hamid Karzai and his cabinet 
faced many challenges: one of his vice presidents was assassinated and an attempt was made 
on his own life. In June 2003, clashes between Taliban fighters and government forces in 
Kandahar province left 49 people dead. NATO took control of security in Kabul in August; the 
organisation’s first operational commitment outside Europe in its history.

2004

The Loya Jirga adopted a new constitution in January, providing for strong presidency. In 
March, Afghanistan secured $8.2bn (£4.5bn) in aid from the UK, US, Japan, Germany and 
the UN, to be disbursed over three years. Over the same months, details of US forces’ abuse 
of detainees became public. Fighting in the northwest between the regional commander and 
provincial governor allied to the government took place in April. Twenty people, including 
two aid workers and a police chief, were killed in incidents in the south, with suspicion 
falling upon Taliban militia. In September, a rocket fired at a helicopter carrying President 
Karzai missed its target; it was the most serious attempt on his life since September 2002. 
The October and November Presidential elections saw Hamid Karzai, with 55% of the vote, 
being declared the winner. He was sworn in, amid tight security, in December.

2005

February saw several hundred people killed by freezing weather conditions. At the beginning 
of the year, it was believed that there were 2.1 million Afghani refugees remaining, most 
in Pakistan and Iran.1 By May, allegations of prisoners by US forces had begun to surface. 
Accusations included desecration of the Qur’an; which prompted protests and riots across 
the country. In September, parliamentary and provincial elections were held: the first in 
over 30 years.

2006

Drought affected 2.5 million Afghanis during the year, causing food shortages. The Afghan 
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